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Podcast Factory How-to Guide

Thank you for choosing the M-Audio® Podcast Factory. The Podcast Factory is your 
complete, professional audio solution for any Windows or Macintosh computer. It 
combines all the hardware and software you need to easily record, edit, and publish 
professional-sounding podcasts. The bundle includes the Podcast Factory recording 
interface, the M-Audio Broadcast Microphone with desktop stand, cable, and soft case, 
as well as software for recording, editing, and publishing podcasts.

What Is Podcasting?
Podcasting is a term that describes a way for you to post audio content to a website 
so your listeners can easily access it. Generally, listeners subscribe to and download 
the audio content from the internet and save the files to their computer the same way 
they would record a TV show on a VHS or DVD recorder. The listener can then use a 
computer or MP3 player to play back the content. 

The basis of a podcast is an MP3 file. In order to transform a simple MP3 file into 
a podcast, you must use an XML text file technology called RSS (Really Simple 
Syndacation). The RSS text file links to the MP3 file to include information about the date 
the podcast was recorded, the title of the podcast, and the description of the recording. 
This enables listeners to use various software applications to look for new RSS text files 
and automatically download the newest episode of their favorite podcasts. 

Start Creating Your Podcast
After you have unpacked all the items from the Podcast Factory, read through the included 
Podcast Factory recording interface manual. This manual describes each component 
included in the bundle and explains the steps for installing the USB recording interface. 
Following the manual is the best way to successfully install the interface and become 
familiar with its feature set.

After you have installed the Podcast Factory recording interface, it is time to connect 
the M-Audio Broadcast Microphone. Plug the three-slot female end of the included 
microphone cable into the bottom of the mic, making sure to match the 3 pins of the 
mic with the 3 slots of the cable. After the mic is connected to the cable, turn down 
all the levels of the Podcast Factory recording interface and then plug the other end 
of the cable into the back of the recording interface. You may now connect speakers 
or headphones to the recording interface as well. Next, we will begin installing the 
software that comes in the Podcast Factory. Each software title has a specific function in 
podcast creation that will be explained here.



2

Record Your Podcast Using Audacity Software
To install the Audacity software, put the black Podcast Factory CD into the CD drive (this 
is the same CD that contained the Podcast Factory recording interface drivers). When 
the Podcast Factory screen appears, click on the drop-down menu next to "Product" 
and select "Audacity," then click the "Install" button below. This will install the Audacity 
software in the same way that any other software is installed to your hard drive. It 
allows you to select the folder where you would like to install the files, and gives you 
the option of setting up a desktop icon.  Simply follow the installation instructions that 
appear onscreen.

In the Audacity software, there are eight menu selections at the top of the screen: File, 
Edit, View, Project, Generate, Effects, Analyze, and Help. The Help menu contains a 
complete Audacity manual that explains the deeper features of the program (including 
how to edit and add effects to your recordings). The guide you are currently reading only 
covers the basic features, so please refer to the full manual to access all of Audacity’s 
features.

To get started, simply turn up the mic input and output level on your Podcast Factory 
recording interface and make sure the mix knob is set to playback. On the top of the 
Audacity software screen, click on the record button (the round button with the red 
circle—third from the left). As soon as you press record, Audacity will create a new track 
in the below window and record everything you say into the mic. 

You will need to make sure you get the correct level on the mic input and output levels. 
To set the level, simply adjust the knobs on the interface to suit your personal taste. 
You may need to record and play back a test file a couple times until you reach a 
comfortable level.

After you have finished recording, click on the File menu to save or export the file. 

Be sure to check the Audacity website at http://audacity.sourceforge.net/ to look for 
updates to the Audacity software that add features and functionality.

Preparing your Podcast with Podifier
Now that you have recorded your podcast and saved it to your computer, the next step 
is to add the RSS 2.0 text to your MP3 file, which converts it into a podcast. 

If you have a server or website, or if you use one of the many online services that offer 
server space, Podifier will help you create an RSS feed for your MP3 file and publish this 
file to the web. If you do not have your own website or access to a server, then please 
read the next section ("Other Ways to Publish a Podcast").

Insert the green Podifier CD into your CD drive. Click on the Podifier icon to install it to 
your hard drive and follow the onscreen instructions to complete the installation. After 
the installation, the Podifier icon should appear on your desktop. Click on the icon to 
start the Podifier program.
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The Podifier interface gives you space to enter information and descriptions about your 
podcast, including its URL, date, title, etc. When you are done entering this information, 
click "Next." The next screen allows you to select an MP3 file by clicking "Add" and 
selecting the correct folder and file. Podifier will take your MP3 file and add the RSS text 
file for publishing. 

Many of Podifier’s features are easy to understand, but if you need to learn more about 
a specific item, click on the Help menu at the top of the Podifier screen.

Other Ways to Publish Your Podcast
If you do not have your own server or access to a website, there are other ways to 
put your podcast on the internet. Online services like BlogMatrix, AudioBlog, Liberated 
Syndication, PodBus and Podblaze offer space to upload and store your podcast. Some 
of these services offer free hosting while others will charge a small fee for different 
storage limits. Please refer to the different web sites for more information. To use a 
hosting service, simply sign up for an account and upload your MP3 files.. With some 
of these services, you will not need to use the Podifier software to generate the RSS 
feed, simply record your audio file and save the MP3 file to your hard drive. Check each 
service for details, and be sure to check www.m-audio.com for more information about 
podcasting and publishing your podcast.

The podcast service hosts mentioned above are examples only and are in no way 
associated or  affiliated with M-Audio or Avid Technology, Inc. and M-Audio  does not 
guarantee the performance or availability of these  services. Podcast Factory is not 
endorsed, sponsored, or approved by these companies.

© 2006 Avid Technology, Inc. All rights reserved. Product features, specifications, system requirements and 
availability are subject to change without notice. Avid, M-Audio and Podcast Factory are registered trademarks 
of Avid Technology, Inc. in the U.S. and other countries.  All other trademarks contained herein are the property 
of their respective owners.
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M-Audio USA
5795 Martin Rd., Irwindale, CA 91706

Technical Support

tel (pro products):
tel (consumer 

products): 
fax (shipping):

(626) 633-9055

(626) 633-9066
(626) 633-9032

Sales

e-mail: 
tel: 
fax: 

sales@m-audio.com
(626) 633-9050
(626) 633-9070 

Web:
http://www.m-audio.com

M-Audio U.K.
Floor 6, Gresham House, 
53 Clarenden Road, Watford
WD17 1LA, United Kingdom

Technical Support

e-mail:
tel:(Mac support): 
tel: (PC support):

support@maudio.co.uk
+44 (0)1765 650072
+44 (0)1309 671301

Sales

tel:
fax:

+44 (0)1923 204010
+44 (0)1923 204039

Web:
http://www.maudio.co.uk

M-Audio France
Floor 6, Gresham House, 
53 Clarenden Road, Watford
WD17 1LA, United Kingdom

Renseignements commerciaux :

tel : 
e-mail :

0810 001 105 
info@m-audio.fr

Assistance technique :

PC :  
MAC :

0820 000 731
0820 391 191

Assistance technique 

e-mail :
 

Fax :

support@m-audio.fr 
& mac@m-audio.fr
01 72 72 90 52

Site web :
www.m-audio.fr

M-Audio Germany
Kuhallmand 34, D-74613 Ohringen, Germany

Technical Support

e-mail:
tel
fax:

support@m-audio.de
+49 (0)7941 - 9870030
+49 (0)7941 98 70070

Sales

e-mail:
tel:
fax:

info@m-audio.de
+49 (0)7941 98 7000
+49 (0)7941 98 70070

web:
 http://www.m-audio.de

M-Audio Canda
1400 St-Jean Baptiste Ave. #150, Quebec City, 
Quebec G2E 5B7, Canada

Technical Support

phone (PC support):
phone (MAC support):

fax

 (418) 872-0444
 (418) 872-0444
: (418) 872-0034

Sales

e-mail: 
phone: 

fax: 

infocanada@m-audio.com
(866) 872-0444
(514) 396-7102

web:
http://www.m-audio.ca

M-Audio Japan
アビッドテクノロジー株式会社 |エムオーディオ事業部
〒460-0002  愛知県名古屋市中区丸の内 2-18-10
2-18-10 Marunouchi
Naka-Ku, Nagoya 460-0002 Japan

カスタマーサポート(技術的なお問い合わせ)

e-mail :
e-mail (Macintosh 環

境専用):
tel :

win-support@m-audio.jp

mac-support@m-audio.jp
052-218-0859(10:00~12:00/13
:00~17:00)

セールスに関するお問い合わせ
(技術的なお問い合わせはご遠慮下さい)

e-mail:
tel:

fax:

info@m-audio.jp
052-218-3375 
(9:30~12:00/13:00~18:00)
052-218-0875

プレス/ メディアに関するお問い合わせ
(技術的なお問い合わせはご遠慮下さい)

e-mail:
tel:

fax:

support@m-audio.jp
052-218-3375 
(9:30~12:00/13:00~18:00)
052-218-0875

web:
http://www.m-audio.jp
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Podcast Factory

Tested to comply with
FCC standards

FOR HOME OR STUDIO USE

© 2006 Avid Technology, Inc. All rights reserved. Product features, specifications, system requirements and 
availability are subject to change without notice. Avid, M-Audio and Podcast Factory are either trademarks or 
registered trademarks of Avid Technology, Inc. All other trademarks contained herein are the property of their 
respective owners.

WARNING:  This product contains chemicals, including lead, known to the State of California to cause birth 
defects or other reproductive harm.  Wash hands after handling.

Lex Wahl
Text Box
060303_PodcastHowTo_EN01


	English
	What Is Podcasting?
	Start Creating Your Podcast
	Record Your Podcast Using Audacity Software
	Preparing your Podcast with Podifier
	Other Ways to Publish Your Podcast




